
THE EVOLUTION OF WETLAND CONSERVATION 
ON THE FLATHEAD RESERVATION





WATERS OF THE 

FLATHEAD INDIAN 
RESERVATION

5% of total area is Flathead Lake

40,000+ acres of wetlands 

1,000 linear miles of 

perennial rivers and streams



CSKT WETLANDS PROGRAM HISTORY

1977

Shoreline 
Protection 
Ordinance

1985

Aquatic Lands 
Conservation 

Ordinance

1993

Initial wetland 
assessments 

(NWI ground-
truthing)

1999

Wetlands 
Conservation 

Plan

2004

Rotating basin 
assessments 

begin

2021

Cultural 
Waterways 
Ordinance

2021

Montana Water 
Rights Protection 

Act

2022

Wetlands trends 
analyses and 
WCP update 

(current grants)



SHORELINE 
PROTECTION 
ORDINANCE

• Regulates docks, breakwaters in 

Flathead Lake

• Protects remaining shoreline 

marsh 

• Court-tested (1982) and led by 

independent Shoreline Board

• Pictured: East Bay Marsh, near 

Polson



AQUATIC LANDS 
CONSERVATION 

ORDINANCE

• Modeled after CWA 404 Permit Program

• Waters of the Reservation

• Follows compensation ratios from 1999 
Wetland Conservation Plan

• Pictured: Kicking Horse Reservoir and the 
Mission Mountains



Pictured: Common yellowthroat, by Craig Barfoot



NON-
JURISDICTIONAL 

WETLANDS

• Many pingo, prairie pothole 

wetlands in the Mission 

Valley

• Many streams on the 

Western (arid) side of 

Reservation

• ALCO 87A has yet to be 

tested in court



SURGE IN DEVELOPMENT



WHY WE’RE HOPEFUL…

Photo by Craig Barfoot



EFFECTIVE COMPENSATORY 
MITIGATION



2021 

CULTURAL WATERWAYS ORDINANCE

Designated the Lower Flathead River as the first “Cultural Waterway”



GROWING STAFF AND 
PROGRAMS

➢Montana Water Rights Protection Act started 

watershed-scale restoration program

➢ Shoreline Office/Board are educating fee landowners 

and realtors

➢ Increased monitoring of wetlands

➢More grant funding opportunities for restoration

➢Mitigation agreements with MDT



QU E ST ION S ?

 
B L A I R . L I B BY
@ C S K T.ORG


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Waters of the Flathead Indian Reservation
	Slide 4: CSKT Wetlands Program History
	Slide 5: Shoreline protection ordinance
	Slide 6: Aquatic lands conservation ordinance
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Non-jurisdictional wetlands
	Slide 9: Surge in development
	Slide 10: Why we’re hopeful…
	Slide 11: effective Compensatory mitigation
	Slide 12: 2021   Cultural Waterways Ordinance
	Slide 13: Growing staff and programs
	Slide 14

